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This calendar was completed in collaboration with the following individuals: 
Calendar Development Group 

 Names of Collaborators 

Elders Betty Elias, Noel Raymond, Eunice Nasogaluak, Joe Nasogaluak Jr  

Community Members  

DEA Members Jocelyn Noksana  

School Students  

School Staff Michele Tomasino, Holly Carpenter, Theresa Cockney, Ephraim Warren 

 
The themes listed in this calendar were chosen based on conversations/suggestions from the Calendar Development Group.  The Dene 
Kede and Inuuqatigiit documents were also reviewed, and themes are pulled from there when applicable.   The OLC Units were chosen 
from the Our Language Curriculum Teacher Guide 
 
This document is a foundational tool that teachers will use to plan for the upcoming school year.  Whenever possible, the lesson focus will 
relate to the suggested themes: on-the-land activities, Indigenous Language focus, special events and guest presenters should connect to 
the provided themes. 
 
This calendar will be shared with school families and community stakeholders. 
 
The Cultural Calendar Creation Checklist was referred to during the creation process.  

https://www.ece.gov.nt.ca/en/services/jk-12-school-curriculum/dene-kede-and-inuuqatigiit
https://www.ece.gov.nt.ca/en/services/jk-12-school-curriculum/dene-kede-and-inuuqatigiit
https://www.ourlanguagesnwt.com/_files/ugd/eb9259_42831dcb0f5d4ba88e4cb4304d2c6939.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eILZOiEMTaYe1lo6q1EeRjEg3_pjqvU83RzjGKp5zDs/copy?usp=sharing


 

September - Daaqsiyaralirvik (Darkness eventually falls over us) 

Notes Monday 
Atautchirniq 

Tuesday 
Aippirniq 

Wednesday 
Pingatchirniq 

Thursday 
Sitammirniq 

Friday 
Tallimirniq 

Key Words OLC/Dene 
Kede/ 

Inuuqatiqiit Units 

Themes 
-
Community/Relation
ship Building 
-Community of 
Learners 
-TRC Day 
 
Traditional Activities 
-Berry picking 
-Plant collecting 
-Fishing/Net Setting 
-Dryfish making 
 
Theme/Traditional 
Activities Vocabulary 
-Asitdjiaqtuaq (Went 
berry picking) 
-Kimmingnaq 
(Cranberry) 
-Uquk (Blueberry) 
-Nautchiaq 
(Flower/Plant) 
-Qaaktaq (Herring) 
-Siiraq (Coney) 
-Anaakłiq (Whitefish)   
-Iqaluk (Fish) 
-Pipsi (Dry fish) 
-Qimiq (Net line 
sinker) 
 
 
 

2 3 4 5 6 September 
Vocabulary 
-Ukiaksaq (Fall) 
-Quqsuqtuq (Yellow) 
-Marraqtaq (Brown) 
-Marraq (Mud) 
-Ilisarvik (School) 
 
TRC Vocabulary 
-Pisallaktuat iluvigaa 
uvagut, naluyuut 
uvagut tamaita 
nautchiat 
They tried to bury 
us, but they didn’t 
know we were seeds 
(things that grow) 
 
-Puiguyittuyut  
(We will never 
forget) 
 
-Nutaqqat tamaita 
piqpangnaqtat 
(Every child matters) 
 
-Inuum Isuma  
(A capable 
person/The whole 
being) 
 
-Uvvanituyut suli 
(We are still here) 

OLC 
-Unit 1: Greetings   
(Pg. 11-32) 
 
-Unit 7: Fall Harvest  
(Pg. 109-128) 
 
Oral Sequences: 
Greetings & 
Common Commands 
Feelings and 
Emotions  
Age 
 Family 
details Likes and 
dislikes 
Names (Students and 
Friends)       
 Date and 
Weather Details     
Home 
 
Inuuqatigiit 
-Family/Kinship (Pg.-
38) 
-Names/Naming 
(Pg.-42) 
-Fish (Pg.124) 
-Plants (Pg.148) 
 
 
Final Project:  
Oral Presentation  

Stat 
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Berry Picking 

Cultural Orientation 
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Stat      
-Itqaqtuyut 
(We remember) 

 

October - Qiqitchirvik (Sustainable food left out to freeze) 

Notes Monday 
Atautchirniq 

Tuesday 
Aippirniq 

Wednesday 
Pingatchirniq 

Thursday 
Sitammirniq 

Friday 
Tallimirniq 

Key Words OLC/Dene 
Kede/ 

Inuuqatiqiit Units 

Themes 
-
Community/Relation
ship Building 
-Community of 
Learners 
-Winter Safety 
-Thankfulness 
 
Traditional Activities 
-Net setting  
-Caribou hunting 
 
Theme/Traditional 
Activities Vocabulary 
-Ukiuq (Winter) 
-Annuraat (Clothing) 
-Tuktu (Caribou) 
-Tuktuliaqtuaq (Went 
caribou hunting) 
-Tuktutuaq (Got a 
caribou) 
-Suvak (Fish eggs) 
-Qalu (Dip net) 
-Qaaktaq (Herring) 
-Iqalungniaqti 
(Fisherman) 

 1 2 3 4 October Vocabulary 
-Alii (Scared/Sacry) 
-Siqinirnaq (Orange) 
-Qirniqtuq (Black) 
-Aliugaq (Ghost) 
-Uqummiaqataaq 
(Candy) 
-Aasivak (Spider) 
 
 

OLC 
-Unit 2: Biographical 
Information (Pg. 33-
49) 
 
Oral Sequences: 
Name recognition
 About 
siblings About 
Parents/Guardians 
  
Inuuqatigiit 
-Ice (Pg.100) 
-Water (Pg.96) 
-Traditional Roles (G) 
(Pg.58) 
-Traditional Roles (B) 
(Pg.62) 
-Caribou (Pg.112) 
 
 
Final Project:  
Biography 
Maqpiraaq (Book)  
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Stat 
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-Amuyaun (Line for 
pulling net set under 
the ice) 
 
 
 
 

     

 

November - Naniriaqdurvik (Trapping season)  

Notes Monday 
Atautchirniq 

Tuesday 
Aippirniq 

Wednesday 
Pingatchirniq 

Thursday 
Sitammirniq 

Friday 
Tallimirniq 

Key Words OLC/Dene 
Kede/ 

Inuuqatiqiit Units 

Themes 
-Winter Safety 
-Remembrance Day 
-Community 
Celebrations 
 
Traditional Activities 
-Net Setting (Ice) 
-Caribou hunting 
-Community 
celebrations 
 
Theme/Traditional 
Activities Vocabulary 
-Ilagiit (Family) 
-Sanalrun (Working 
tool) 
-Kamik 
(Shoes/boots) 
-Aitqan (Mittens) 
-Quppiraaq 
(Jacket/Coat) 
-Qarliik (Fur pants) 
-Nasaraq (Hat) 
-Katittuat (Are 
gathering together) 
-Anguyaktuat 

    1 November 
Vocabulary 
-Siku (Ice) 
-Apun (Snow) 
-Auguyakti (Warrior) 
-Ausuktuq (Red) 
-Itqaqtuyut (We 
remember) 
-Ilisautdji (teacher) 

OLC 
-Unit 3: Meeting 
Guests (Pg.51-63) 
 
Oral Sequences: 
Manners  
 Offerings 
 All 
together (Greetings, 
manners, offer, etc) 
 
  
Inuuqatigiit 
-Laws/Relationships 
(Pg.-74) 
-Responsibility (W) 
(Pg.-50) 
-Responsibility (M) 
(Pg.-54) 
-Elders (Pg.-46) 
-Caribou (Pg.112) 
-Fox (Pg.134) 
-Wolverine (Pg.136) 
-Bears (Pg.116) 
-Seals (Pg.120) 

 
 
 
 

    
STIP 
 
 

4 5 6 7 8 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

STIP 

11 12 13 14 15 

Stat 
 
 
 

PD PD PD PD 
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(Fighting a war) 
-Satku 
(Tool/Weapon) 
 
 
 

25 26 27 28 29  

Final Project:  
Guest Function  
 

     
 
 
 

 

 

December - Qitchirvik (Place to have big lunch/Celebration) 

Notes Monday 
Atautchirniq 

Tuesday 
Aippirniq 

Wednesday 
Pingatchirniq 

Thursday 
Sitammirniq 

Friday 
Tallimirniq 

Key Words OLC/Dene 
Kede/ 

Inuuqatiqiit Units 

Themes 
-Celebrations 
-Story and Legend 
telling 
-Christmas 
 
Traditional Activities 
-Community 
celebrations 
-Drum Dancing 
-Traditional Games 
Story and Legend 
Telling 
 
Theme/Traditional 
Activities Vocabulary 
-Quliaq: Story 
-Quliaqtuaq: Told a 
story 
-Unipkaaptuaq: Is 
telling a story 
-Innait: Elder 
-Unipkaap: 
Legend/Tale  
-Taarniq: Darkness 
-Ayaraaqtuaq: Is 

2 3 4 5 6 December 
Vocabulary 
-Qitchirvik 
(Christmas) 
-Aittuun (Given 
gift/Present) 
-Quviasuktuami (I am 
happy) 
-Ilagiit 
(Family/Kinship) 
-Qun’nqiq (reindeer) 
-Napaaqtuq (Tree) 

OLC 
-Unit 4: Favorite 
Activities (P.65-79) 
 
Oral Sequences: 
About me (what I like 
to do/play)  
 
  
Inuuqatigiit 
-Laws/Relationships 
(Pg.74) 
-Chanting/Drumming 
(Pg.74) 
--Sewing (Pg.166) 
 
 
Final Project:  
Favorite Activity 
Maqpiraaq/Play  
 

 
STIP 
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23 24 25 26 27 

Christmas Break 
 
 
 

Christmas Break Christmas Break Christmas Break Christmas Break 



playing string game 
-Napaatchak: Dart 
Game 
-Taqtaaq: The 
laughing game 
-Quviasuklusi 
Kitchikvingmi: Merry 
Christmas 

30 31    

Christmas Break 
 
 
 

Christmas Break 
New Years Eve 

   

 

January - Siqin’naarikvik (Sun is brighter than previous months) 

Notes Monday 
Atautchirniq 

Tuesday 
Aippirniq 

Wednesday 
Pingatchirniq 

Thursday 
Sitammirniq 

Friday 
Tallimirniq 

Key Words OLC/Dene 
Kede/ 

Inuuqatiqiit Units 

Themes 
-Welcome Back the 
Sun 
-Traditional Games 
 
Traditional Activities 
-Traditional games 
-Welcoming Back the 
Sun 
-Igloo Building 
 
Theme/Traditional 
Activities Vocabulary 
-Siqinnaariktuaq: Sun 
is shining 
-Nuvuya: Cloud 
-Ayagaq: Stick and 
bone game 
-Savviasiaq: 1 or 2 
foot high kick 
-Kiuryait: Northern 
lights 
-Mumiqtuaq: Dance 
-Qiqumayuq: Is cold 
(of water, land) 
_iglu: -

  1 2 3 January Vocabulary 
-Ukiuq: Winter 
-Siqiniq: Sun 
-Uyuktuaq: Drum 
dancing 
-Alappaa: Cold 
-Qibliqtuaq: Shiny 
-Piuyausiq: Game 
 
Welcome Back the 
Sun Vocabulary 
-Siqiniktun illutin: Be 
like the sun 
-Allangayuq: 
Different 
-Pilaquyuq: Strong 
-Nikasunriqtuaq: 
Never gives up 
-Qaummagaa: Bright 

OLC 
-Unit 1: Greetings   
(Pg. 11-32) 
-Unit 4: Favorite 
Activities (P.65-79) 
 
Oral Sequences:  
Greetings & Common 
Commands 
 Feelings and 
Emotions       Age 
 Family 
details Likes and 
dislikes 
About me (what I like to 
do/play)  
 
*PLEASE NOTE: 
WELCOMING BACK 
THE SUN, WILL BE 
A WHOLE SCHOOL 
APPROACH* 
  
Inuuqatigiit 
-Sky (Pg.104) 
-Chanting/Drumming 
(Pg.74) 
-Traditional Games 

  Stat 
 
 

Holiday Holiday 

6 7 8 9 10 

 
 
 
 

    

13 14 15 16 17 

 
 
 
 
Arctic Sports/Games 

    
 
 
 

20 21 22 23 24 

 
 
Dwellings/Homes 
(Winter) 

    



Home/dwelling (sod 
or snow) 
-Piuyausiq: Game 
-Utqutiyaa: Brought it 
back 
 

27 28 29 30 31 (Pg.82) 
-Sewing (Pg.166) 
 
 
Final Project:  
Favorite Activity 
Maqpiraaq/Play 
 

 
 
 
 

   Admin 

 

 

 

February - Uniararvik (Sound of sled bending over the hard snow)  

Notes Monday 
Atautchirniq 

Tuesday 
Aippirniq 

Wednesday 
Pingatchirniq 

Thursday 
Sitammirniq 

Friday 
Tallimirniq 

Key Words OLC/Dene 
Kede/ 

Inuuqatiqiit Units 

Themes 
-Love/kindness 
-Indigenous 
Languages 
-Valentines Day 
 
Traditional Activities 
-Ice Fishing 
-Sewing 
-Hunting/Trapping  
-Igloo building 
 
Theme/Traditional 
Activities Vocabulary 
-Ilungnaqtuq: 
Loveable 
-Ikayugaa: Helped 
them 
-Qunilrutauyuaq: Is 
of great help 
-Kangiksiyunga 
Inuvialuktun: I 
understand 

3 4 5 6 7 February Vocabulary 
-Uummaan; Heart 
-Iqitaa: Hug with 
both arms 
-Piqpagiyapkin: I 
love/cherish you 
-Ausulaaqtuq: Pink 
-Ikayuqti: Helper 
Innait: Elder 

OLC 
-Unit 2: Biographical 
Information (Pg. 33-
49) 
-Unit 3: Meeting 
Guests (Pg.51-63) 
 
Oral Sequences: 
Siblings  
 Parents/Gu
ardians 
Offering 
  
*PLEASE NOTE 
THAT FEBRUARY IS 
INDIGENOUS 
LANGUAGES 
MONTH. FEBRUARY 
WILL ALSO FOCUS 
ON ACTS OF 
KINDNESS AND 
LOVE, A WHOLE 
SCHOOL 

STIP 
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24 25 26 27 28 

     



Inuvialluktun 
-Uqausiq: Language 
-Ayaq: Sorry 
-Taniktun: English 
-Tan’nguyaqtuaq: 
Speaks English 
-Uqaqtuaq: 
Speak/Talk 
-Asii: Good 
 

 
 
Tools/Hunting/Clothing 
(Spring/Summer) 

APPROACH* 
  
Inuuqatigiit 
-Family/Kinship 
(Pg.38) 
-Land (Pg.92) 
 
 
Final Project:  
Bio Maqpiraaq/ 
Guest Function  
 

     

 
 
 
 

    

 

March - Boniqsiivik (Drying of hides) 

Notes Monday 
Atautchirniq 

Tuesday 
Aippirniq 

Wednesday 
Pingatchirniq 

Thursday 
Sitammirniq 

Friday 
Tallimirniq 

Key Words OLC/Dene 
Kede/ 

Inuuqatiqiit Units 

Themes 
-Taking care of the 
land 
-Spring  
-Hunting/Trapping 
-St. Patrick's Day 
 
Traditional Activities 
-Ice fishing 
-Caribou hunting 
 
Theme/Traditional 
Activity Vocabulary 
-Saksagiaq: Small 
spring bird 
-Clock: Siqinruyaq 
-Iqalliaqtuaq: Went 
fishing 
-Iqalliqiyauq: Keeps 
catching lots of fish 
-Iqaluktuaq: Caught a 

3 4 5 6 7 March Vocabulary 
-Sungaqtaq: Green 
-Upinraksaq: Spring 
-Auqiyuaq: 
Melt/Thaw 
-Aniiqtuaq: Play 
outside 
-Ayagutaq: Rainbow 
-Atanruyuaq: 
Principal 

OLC 
-Unit 5: Clothing 
(Pg.81-95) 
 
 
Oral Sequences: 
Wearing & Activity 
Activity & Emotion  
  
Inuuqatigiit 
-Land 
-Caribou (Pg.112) 
-Fox (Pg.134) 
-Wolverine (Pg.136) 
-Bears (Pg.116) 
-Seals (Pg.120) 

 
Final Project:  
Fashion Show  
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   STIP 
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24 25 26 27 28 



fish 
-Naniriaqturvik: 
Trapline 
-Naniriaqtuqti: 
Trapper 
-Naniriaq: Trap 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Land Stewardship 
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Iglu Building 
 

    

 

April - Nukdirvik (Move to another location) 

Notes Monday 
Atautchirniq 

Tuesday 
Aippirniq 

Wednesday 
Pingatchirniq 

Thursday 
Sitammirniq 

Friday 
Tallimirniq 

Key Words OLC/Dene 
Kede/ 

Inuuqatiqiit Units 

Themes 
-Jamboree (19-21) 
-Ibiyuk Pride 
-Easter 
 
Traditional Activities 
-Ice fishing 
-Spring traveling 
(Husky Lakes) 
-Hunting/Trapping 
 
Theme/Traditional 
Activities Vocabulary 
-Imaryuk (Husky 
Lakes) 
-Singayuriaq: Lake 
trout 
-Aniu: Packed snow 
to make water 
-Piangnaq: Snow 

 1 2 3 4 April Vocabulary 
-Ukaliq: Rabbit 
-Mannik: Egg 
-Anguniaqti: Hunter 
-Aulayuaq: Traveling 
-Sikiituq:Snowmobile  
Qilak: Sky 

OLC 
-Unit 5: Clothing 
(Pg.81-95) 
-Unit 6: Celebrations 
(P.97-108) 
 
Oral Sequences: 
Wearing & Activity 
Activity & Emotion 
Birthday wishes
 Roleplay  
 
 
Inuuqatigiit 
-Chanting/Drumming 
(Pg.74) 
-Traditional Games 
(Pg.82) 
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   STIP 
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   Stat 
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condition good for 
sled travel 
-Qiqsuqaq: Glazed 
snow in fall time 
-Taquaq: 
Provisions/snacks 
brought 
along/carried on the 
trail 
 
 
 
 

Stat Spring Break 
 
 
 

Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break Final Project:  
Fashion Show/Play  
 

28 29 30   

Spring Break 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Traditional Art 

 
 

  

 

 

May - Tingmiluliqivik (Harvest Geese) 

Notes Monday 
Atautchirniq 

Tuesday 
Aippirniq 

Wednesday 
Pingatchirniq 

Thursday 
Sitammirniq 

Friday 
Tallimirniq 

Key Words OLC/Dene 
Kede/ 

Inuuqatiqiit Units 

Themes 
-Spring traveling 
-Hunting 
 
Traditional Activities 
-Geese/Caribou 
hunting 
-Ice fishing 
 
Theme/traditional 
Activities Vocabulary 
-Aayuraq: Crack in 
the ice 
-Tingmiaq (Yellow 
leg)  
-Uluagullik (Canada 
goose) 
-Qinirautik 
(Binoculars)  

   1 2 May Vocabulary 
-Imaryuk: Husky 
Lakes 
-Iqaluk: Fish 
-Akłaq: Grizzly Bear 
-Tuktu: Caribou 
-Tupiq: tent 
-Ingniq: Fire 

OLC 
-Unit 6: Celebrations 
(P.97-108) 
-Unit 7: Spring 
Harvest (Pg. 109-
128) 
 
 
Oral Sequences: 
Birthday wishes
 Roleplay  
EM (LOW)
 EM (LOW)
 EM (MID) 
 EM (LOW)
 EM (LOW)
 All Vocab
 
 BE (LOW) 

 
 
 
 

    

5 6 7 8 9 

 
 
 
Arctic Animals 
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   STIP 



-Timgmiaryuk (Little 
bird)  
-Marraq (Mud)  
-Avvakunngitaa 
(Shared it)  
-Niksik (Hook) 
-Ingniq (Fire) 
-Nanirriqtuakiqtuaq 
(Is lighting a fire) 

19 20 21 22 23  
Inuuqatigiit 
-Traditional Games & 
Recreation (Pg.82) 
-Birds (Pg.141) 
 
 
Final Project:  
Play 
 

Stat 
 
 
 

    

26 27 28 29 30 

 
 
 
Transportation 

    

 

June - Basiumivik (Sun throws relentless heat) 

Notes Monday 
Atautchirniq 

Tuesday 
Aippirniq 

Wednesday 
Pingatchirniq 

Thursday 
Sitammirniq 

Friday 
Tallimirniq 

Key Words OLC/Dene 
Kede/ 

Inuuqatiqiit Units 

Themes 
-Hunting 
-Summer 
-End of the year 
celebrations 
 
Traditional Activities 
-Whale/Caribou 
hunting  
-Fishing 
 
Theme/traditional 
Activities Vocabulary 
-Nautchiaq 
(Flower/plant)  
-Umiaq (Boat)  
-Igutchaq (Bee)  
-Qilauugaq (Beluga 
whale)  

2 3 4 5 6 June Vocabulary 
-Imaq (Water) 
-Auyaq (Summer) 
-Nautchiaq 
(Flower/plant)  
-Umiaq (Boat)  
-Saqalikitaaq 
(Butterfly) 
-Niviuvak (Bluefly) 
 

OLC 
-Unit 7: Summer 
Harvest (Pg. 109-
128) 
 
 
Oral Sequences: 
EM (LOW)
 EM (LOW)
 EM (MID) 
 EM (LOW)
 EM (LOW)
 All Vocab
 
 BE (LOW) 
 
Inuuqatigiit 
-Medicine & Healing 
-

 
 
 
Transportation 

   
 
 
Cultural Day 
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   STIP 
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-Mamaguaq (harpoon 
used for hunting 
whale and seal) 
-Nunaryuam 
Qaangani Traiuq 
Arctic Ocean)  
-Kikturiaq (Mosquito)  
-Niviuvak (Bluefly)  
-Saqalikitaaq 
(Butterfly)  
-Uyarak (Rock/stone) 
 
 

23 24 25 26 27 Weather/Predictions 
(Pg.108)  
-Birds (Pg.140) -
Whales (Pg.128) 
-Bugs (Pg.144) 
 
 
Final Project:  
Community event 
(bake sale) 

 
Stat 

 
 
 
Community 

 
 
 

Admin  
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